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YITIAII{S
MHEROES
" A bit*tg sa,ttricsl a.ttack on
Regency Englarcd, Yamty Fair

a,lso reueals tbe author's
delight iru tlte absurdity and

-folly of buman natrare.
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COMME\TARY

ritten in a breezy,
infectior-isly cheerful style
which makes even its
most odious characters

stlonglv puritlnic.Ll :- o, : - -- I :----i:
tht' r,lrr i, )Ll\ ltt, --1. i r
n(,1 rrrl)rrl-qtl l.. l :
punishlnents. In l7llrl: Ftiti -.-'- :::: :..-

lovealrle, Thackeray's great novel whirls like Becky, fare lirrle \\ or)r l::-.r rhe
the reader thror-rgh all the ups and downs virtuous, iike Amelia - and ii :: ,r rr ir-:,Lrs

of its characters as they try to claw their where the author's s\rlparhies -ir His
way up the social ladder. sub-title, 'A Novel \{'ithour \ Htro ,

reflects his cynical approach. T1.re nur.el's
THE PLOT light tone is closer ro 1Sth-cennrn books
The story opens with Amelia and Rebecca, than to most Victorian literarure.
the two rnain female characters - neither
can truly be called a heroine - leaving THE NARRATIVE
schttcll together to make their way in the Thackeray chiefly fbllows the career of
world. From the staft Becky hopes for an Becky Sharp, the liveliest of his n.ianr
adventageous marriage, first with Amelia's characters, as she rnakes her u'ar- in the
brother, Jos Sedley, ancl then within the world, begtriling everyone she meer-,s.

Crawley family, whose house she enters . A thwarted proposal. Havir-rg ser her
as a governess. She secretly marries cap at the portly but wealthr-,Joshua
Rawdon Crawley, who is disinherited Sedley, Becky is thrilled when he par-s her
when t1-re marriage is revealecl. the most ardent attentions on an olltrnq ro

By contrast, Arnelia looks lor love, but Var,rxhall Gardens and eagerl_v as-airs a

her first husband Gcorge - proposal. Instead. he
Osborne fails to provide 6I UAnt tO SIIAW A writes to say rhar he is

it. His death at Waterloo going away and ro
leaves her a poor widow Set OJf people apologise ro Beckl for
with a son whom she his drunken behar-ror-rr.
adores. T'hey are liUing in A W0fld Thus Becky has no
supported by the kindlv alrernalive hul to takc up
wiriem Dobbin. uho is witllout God..2 ;.; ;;r, rs soverne.r rL)

besotted with her. \r, x{. T}lAeKERAy IN A I_ETTER TO Sir Pitt's children - and
Becky also has a son, HIS 1,toTHFlR, 1848, as a result of going tcr

but she pays him little Queen's Crawlev rc)

attention. She is more concerned u.ith work, she meets and wins the heans of
advancing in high society, towing her both her employer and his son Rawdon.
husband behind her. Ultimately her . The truth is out. On the death of his
attempts fail because Rawdon believes her wife, Sir Pitt Crawley proposcs marriagc ro
to be r-rnfaithful and their marriage ends. Becky. She has to make a shocking

Rawdon is appointed governor of a revelation: she is already secretly married
tropicai island and Becky leilr.es for the to Rawdon. In consequence. Rawdon -
continent, where she leads a nomadic heir to his aunt's fofir-rne - is clisinherited
existence, living ofT her u,its. She finally and the young couple are piunged into
settles in Bath. becoming - at least poverty. They are forced to set out on
outwardly - respectable in her old age. their somewhat dubious career, Rawdon
Amelia, meanwhlle, c()mes to appreciate gambling to raise money, Becky using
Dobbin's true wofih ancl marries him. chann, bear,rty ancl credit to avoid bills.

rHE AUrHoR,s rNrENroNs ;:t*'#.li ffi;.lil,1"i;:,T::Tl
Thackera,v set his satirical masterpiece in makes no attempt to get him out of
the Regency England of his chilclhood, but prison. He arranges his own release and
castigateci the snobberies and avarice of returns to the house to find Becky alone
his conternporary society. He took his title with the wealthy Lord Steyne. Believing
frrxn Pilgrini s- Progress. .fohn Bunyan's her to be unfaithful, he attacks Steyne.

This episode efl'ectively ends both their
Lefl: Barbara Couper as ly4iss Cra*-ley, Dyson marriage and Steyne's suppott of Beckt,.
Lo'.€' as Rawdon anci Srtsat Hanoshire as Uprooted iret again, she travels alone
Searv ,,, :i:e 1967 BBC nrac'c:io. of Vanity Fair. around Europe surviving as best she can.

2-+I



BACKGROUND

)

S

llerler The most famous

autho-rs al ThackeraY s dav
cofigregatcd at the exclusiv.e

GanickClub

ffitt& Fteet&eetvtas
tf$onged bry tgrvfiall€te ar1.{li

writers;uv,hea-fretl rfiet W ifi, it$
fu-tsy - and at tirrcs rwdy -
tw-slekia ta diset;sE bucthess

an4pba*e,e.

the Fleet Street of Thackeray's day was a hive of activily. In the 1830s

and early 1840s many great ioumalistic institutions made their names:

Tbe Times, edited by Thomas Barnes, gained its reputation as 'The

Thunderer' and Pttncb rr.as lirst published in 1841. Magazines hke Puncb and the

eariier Fraser's -Vctgcrzine fbund a n'ide market among the grou'ing rniddle classes

and printed serialised s-orks by rvriters like Anthony Trollope zrnd Thackeray.

Writers and journalisrs rhronged the Fleet Street hostelries and Tl-iackeray often

wrote in pubs sr-rch as Don Saltero s in Chelsea. u'irere he penned l-ris travelogue.

Notes on a.[ottntet'ft"ottt Ccntbill to Grartd C'airo.



BACKt,Rr,'r L l'\D

Will:iam TbackeraJl moaed in two d:iffirent wodd.s - intellectual /rferrrr-1

circles and tbe most exclusiae biglt society - crossittg tbe int ts/&/e
baryiers tbat existed betueen tbe two.

hslEtmY*m{l . .

I
I

It'xfE

w *E!r* r. '

:1]1\slt h'n.F.t wtt*EE .'-r,-

Abovel Manyof
William Thackeray's
works werc first

serialised in Punch.
including The History

oi Pendennis.

Belowt ltwas
iashionable for the
:ich ta take a box at
:he Drury Lane
Theatre. Thackeray
,arely declined an
nvitation to join them.

Right Rich anstocrats
often invited writers
and irttellectuals, like
Tnackeray, to their
elegant soirdes. They

were eager to show
thet friends that they
moved in tntellectual
and artistic clrcles.

Ablrvq Writers ancl
journalists often
frequented London's
busy public houses,
mixing with peaple of a
lawer social class but
enjoying the
atmosphere and the
colourful characters
they found there,

I.itr-'r:trv ljons ljkr''Thonr:r: (,rrilvle. aufhor of the n-ruch acclain-rcc1 -1 Histcult ct'tbe

lrtncb lk'rttlrrlrrtn .rrr] thr grc;it Chrrrles Djckens bclongerl to t:lubs like The Garrick

rtnrl frltlrttntt'tl tirr-'lrinilr,r't I.jlrr:ltrv.'fhcirs u,as a tight-kr-rit cjrclc. but ut times the

Iilc'rrtlv lr'otlti ort'rlrtppecl sith th;rt of the ansto<:rai:r'. Bolh the ir-rtellectr-ra1s ancl the

higlr born rvoulcl r'i:rt thr' l.rtt'st rrrt cxhibitions. ()r go to Drury Lane for thc theatre.

[,,{;rn\':rrrslr)cr;,tIs....ncir lrs t]rr,(,ount <1'C)rsay. a note(l <1ancly. liked to cultivate

ll'rt'nrl,slrrl)s irn()ng,.rrr:r'cs,slirl rvriters. glacl to claini links u,ith intellectrral cirr:les.

'l lr;ri l<t't;tv hrrrs,'l1 r'nlovt'rl lus lrssocirrtions rvith thc rich ancl powerfirl * br-rt most of

lit{'r,rn'J onrlorr scorrrt,tl sur'lr lrrilr nobbing as an ignoblc' pursuit.
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1. Into the Wodd 21'52'

o leauingschool
o Aneueningout
Amelia Sedley and Rebecca Sharp leave

il'liss Pinkertont Lcademy with very different

farewells: for wealthy Amelia, wine and a

dictionary; for penniless Becky, nothing' At the

Sedleys' 
'house 

in Russell Square'3ec$ plans

,n nrurry Jos. Amelia's brother' The three of

them, together with George Osborne (Amelia's

beau) and hls friend, Dobbin, spend an evening

at Yauxhall Gardens. Drunk, Jos speals of love

to Becky, who expects him to propose The

next day he flees London and Beckv has to

make her own waY in the world'

2. A Governess's Career 14'21"

Thackeray's novel is a bitingly satirical depiction of the

corruptions of Regency society. But it is also a splendidly

rcadabletale, written in the manner of l8th-century novels'

Few of the chatacters are noted for their virtue, but the zest

and enthusiasm with which the narrative bounds along makes

the reader oveflook, if not forgive, the sins of its rogues and

scoundrels. The novel's protagonist, Becky sharp, goes her

own wily way but wins the reader's admiration nonetheless

for her resourcefulness and, above all, her sheer daring.

o A remarkable household

o Ihe unuorthY beloued

Becky is to be governess to the children of

Sir Pitt Crawley and is amazed bv the rulgarity

of her employer and the squalor of his home'

But she soon makes herself indispensable to the

family. The younger son' Captain Rawdon

Crawley, falls in love rvith her but she appears

to ,.oin him. Vhen \liss Crawley, a rich

maiden aunt, visits. Bec$ wins her over too'

Meanwhile. Amelia is deeply in love with the

feckless, if dashing, George'

'i:.;

Seffi
%, ,. t

I
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TRACK BY TRACK
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3. Secret Marriages 1l i,' l. In Society 18'18" 7. Wheel of Fortune 19'24"

o Aproposaltoo late
o Disinheritance artd de!,trittre

Becky becomes \liss Crrri 1.i . cr-rmparuon. This

upsets Sir Pitt. u'ho s lnts her blck - as his

wife, if she uishes But Beci,r hes secretly

married Rawdon ;rnd ther I'lre Io Brighton.
Meanwhile, Amelia s tather L,srs hr,. iomtne and

George forges her untrl rhe kmdlt Dobhur tells

him she is heartbroken .\ntrltr and George

marry but u'hen Georqe s irthrr hears of the

match, he disinhent-s hin. Georqe lnd \-rnelia

also go to Brighton. s here ther nteet Bech' and

Rawdon. There the fiiur receive ness ol u'ar.

Later, George is killed at the benle rif\ rierloo.

4. A-fterWatedoo ll (t-

o Becklt infun. Atnelio in distress

Becky and Rarvdon settle 1n Pans. uhere their

son is born. Soon Beckr.s charm and beaufi-

^ffra;cla 
circle of friends: but she lnd Ral'don

run up debts and are forced to lear e for
London. Becky pretends that \liss Crasler has

left monev to Rarvdon. In fact. his brother Pitt.

married to LadvJane. is \liss Crasler s heir,

A:leiia also bears a son and. es George s father

refuses to help her. she goes to live n-ith her

parenls on a u'idou"s meagre pension. Dobbut.

xho ha-s Lri'ed her rll along. Iear-es t'or India,

o HighffiinCurzonStreet
. Ponert)) in Fulham

Becky makes her home in Curzon Street one of
the most fashionable houses in london - at

least for men; society ladies refuse to meet her.

She befriends important people, like the
lecherous Lord Steyne, while neglecting her

sofl, Rawdon. After the death of Sir Pitt, she also

repairs relations with her brother-in-law, Pitt

Crawley, who gives her diamonds. These she

wears when he presents her at court.
Meanwhile, Amelia's hardships are worsened

by her father's repeated financial failures.

6. Debt and Disaster 17'55"

o Gouernor of Couentry Island
o loue declared atlast

Rawdon is made Governor of Coventry Island. a

tropical outpost, and leaves England. He settles

an annuiw on BecLy, who departs for Europe.

Amelia struggles to make ends meet and

discovers that her father is utterly ruined.
Horvever, she continues to care for him lovinglv

after the death of her mother. Dobbin returns

from India,encountering Jos on the iournev
home. Dobbin declares his long-enduring lor-e

for Amelia, who at last recognises his true u'onh

and accepts his proposal ofmarriage.

8. Just Deserts 14'49"

o Inthedebtors'gaol
. Caughtintheact

Lord Steyne sends young Rawdon to school and

persuades Becky to dismiss her companion,

leaving the house almost empty. When Rawdon

is arrested for debt, Becky defers helping him

and he writes to his brother instead. In fact,

tadyJane comes to release him and he arrives

home to find Becky entertaining lord Steyne.

Enraged, Rawdon strikes Steyne and throws out

his gifu of money and jewels. Both Steyne and

Rawdon abandon Becky. Even the maid leaves;

Becky is ruined and alone.

o Bohemianlife
o The Dobbins and the Crawleys

Becky is driven from Paris by old creditors, but

enjoys leading an increasingly Bohemian life,

She neglects her son, until he becomes the heir

to the Crawley fortune. Finally she ensnares

Joseph Sedley, who leaves her a substantial

amount of money when he dies. Rawdon dies of

a fever on Coventry Island and his son is

brought up by Pitt Crawley and ladyJane, now

close friends of Amelia and william. All refuse

to have any contact with Beclry, who is living a

newly respectable life in Bath.

2+,-



EXTRAVAGNT
GEI{IT]S

111 l1

\fiiir:tfti*
then the capital of British Inclia.
His father, Richmond Thackeral-.
was a wealthy official, with a

grand mansion) scores of senant.s
and a beautiftrl 19-year,old u'ife.
Anne, whom he l-rad married
three years before. Anne had
been in love with a penniless
officer, Henry Carmichael-Sm1th.
l>trt her p2rrcnts.
rrho u'antcd licr t<r

mllrr\. lr u.calthy
tolcl her he- hacl

So slrc [,,as

(

,ttt(1 lrr'g:Lt1 trt rcttcl nrtvcls r.'<traciortsly. In
lSl.) ltr' \\ L-nt lrp tO 'l'rinity C.<tllr:ge,
C.rrtlrlr.lgr:, s hcrc hc spent his tinre
tirrrrkirrs .1nri .qlrll)ling, lctsing .t] ,500 in
()ll(' r-\cttut{ ILr spent tltc sttt't'trttcrs irt
P]ri:. cr-rirlr rrtg jtr rc\tilLlr;1rlts, lteaLrtifrrl
$'()It]Cl1 tlnrl !.1\111()-s. l-ltackeray
cvcnlu:rllr- :rh.11111,,rtr:cl Iris stuclies.
lclr-ing (llLnttrntlgc s rthr>Lrt lr cieglce.

BANKRUPTCY STRIKES
'l'hackcrat spent ihe nrrt fcu' r-errrs
drifting rrrotrnd Europc on tlte rrurnev he

inherited on his 21st
Thackeray was A birthclay. But late in

prodigal himself and
intrigued by
prodigatsl

1833 tlie Indian banks
which held his capital
collapse d. Poor but
unLrowecl, he w'ent to
P:tris. Tlicrc lic fell in

d cle

rustonishecl u'lrtn. in 1U12,

Carn'richacl-Srryth
Born in Calcutta

Death of

Snobs
Vanity Fair comp

Becomes first editor of the
Cornhill Magazine

,]ctrrr Ctnlr',
r-rnexpectedly arrived at Tr{ACIs-xAY: PRoolc* Gm.,rus 197. love with Is:rbella
her home. Three years Sirawe, a pretty Irish
later, when her hr.rsband diecl of a fever. girl, whom he married in 1836. Shortly
Anne married her true love and sent afterwarcls he returnecl to Londcrn.
William, agecl five, off to school Scraping a living as a freelance

journalist, T'hackeray wrote sketches for
UNHAPPY DAYS The 'fimes and F'raser's Magazine. Later
Englancl was a cmel shock to a little bo;, he wrote a series of articles lor Puncb,
usecl to Indian heat and luxury. His first which u,ere published in one volume as
boarding-school was torLgh even by the lhe Boctk of'Snobs in 18,tr8; in them he
standards of the clay; he never fbrgot the satirisc.d s()ciety and poked fr-rn at the
canings or chilblains. nobility. He began to frequent the smart

In 1823 he entered Charterholrse Lonclon clubs an<l meit litcraly men like
School, where he made lifelong friencls Charles Dickens aml Thomas Carlyle.

Dies in London

THtGI(=nrtY AT ..\ GL-ANC[-

t836r

r837:

1859:

r863:

1829:

l84Ot

18{8r

t8tt:

t8t5:

l816:

r823:

his father
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tIFE & TI}IES

somersauhingf*om weartrt to poaerty and. ba,ck agairy wigiam
Tbackera'y liued wbetreer in rtigrt circr,es or raw, witrt an
exuberq.nce wbicb oaeryflnused, into his works.

\7hi1e enlor-ir-ig hr. nclr.-iir111161 1.111.1s

of friends. hc rgnor.cti hi: l rlc $ier. tl-re
birth ol her thu'd blbr rn lslr i l;xfslir
cleveloped porrrr,,,,,I (i-I,1rc>)i1ln lLlrcl
attempted suicide. She n rr. jcr.tt to an
ast'lum, but never r.egeinctl itcr.srnitr-.

RUINED BY SUCCESS
,:-- 1:+8 Tl-rackerar- frnrshcrl thc:er.ir1
:t -.rt,- ..llror-t of ltis r-t-restclpiccc. \ tutitI
. . . ::1,'llrt)\( .i, .1..t.'t l:lr t..tl, .tr>
ii, :t- ,.-- .- .r'-Ltre flintilics D.)Lit-cLl jit .rr-icl
Tl-i;.-t:-,., .,tgc1']\' -lr,cilttL]. t.rjIrt11io,11
the l,.tri.:r' , .; :i:rLr. S;.:Lr-itl ltoiircs n.rth

'flowcrs piled up as high :rs ha\.stacks,.
rir'lt li xrrl .utd l'inc rrtncr. Hc lrt,gln 1,,
consort rr.itl-r granclees like the l)r-tchess
of Norfblk and the Connr cl Orsa,u..

'The worlcl is a betrer place thar-r
solttc satirists have paintecl it,,
1-ltackeray sziicl, His later ncx.els. sr.rclt as
Pt'tttlettrtis (1850). l-r:Lcl a giilr
,senlintentalitv ancl solcl s,ell. Hc tourccl
thc L-SA. nhere lilc in thc sor.rrhcrn
5tiltL-s ntacle hirl a yit.ttral clefcncler of
.l:Lvrn-. His olcl fr-iel"rcls ri,ere appaliecl.

l hucket'uv returnccl brieflr- to satirical
1,,,.t rt t,t lsi< n rtlt 2,,, Fr,til. (ttttt.,<t,5. .l

A,b*ve; Thackeray loved the gambling tables,
playing ecart1 as eageily as his audacjaus
creatian, Becky SharS:.

denr-rnciation of the Hanoverian kings.
He became editor of the new Conthill
Magazine in 1859 but had to give up in
1862 because he was too good-natr-rred
to reject contributions. He continued to
gamble, eat and drink until his excesses
led to his death. Returning from a pafiy
one night, he had a fit of retching which
brought on a stroke and he diecl on
24 December 1863.
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An orphan forced to make her own way
in the world, Beckv Sharp cannot afford
fine sentiments and generous actions. 'I
am no angel,' she states calmiy. For all
her hypocritical actions, she is
unswerwingiy honest to herself.

( H", wit, talent and energy
..merited a place of honaur

in Vanity Fair9

Beckl, mthlesslv erploits her gifts.
including her h(aun . ro rise sociall) .

She naturally turns to marriage - the
only 'career' open to a \\ioman $.anting
to advance herself. The onll.occasion
on which she shed-s genuine tears is
when she has to reluse the rr-ealthv Sir
Pitt's proposal of marriage because she
is already married to Ran-don,

Resourceful and resilieni. Beckv
enjoys life to the fu1l. She sllppofis
Rawdon after'l7aterloo. contriving the
getaway from their creditors in Parrs,
Her encouragement of Lord Stevne s

advances comes from her personal
social ambitions. rather than concern for
hel husband's position as she claims.
S]'re is ultimateiy selfish and ca11ous. as

her neslect of her child demonsrrares.

GEORGE OSBORNE

Charming and wealthy, George Osborne
is totally caught up in the social
climbing of 'Vanity Fair'. His father
expects him to marry Amelia, until her
father is ruined. George loves her in his
own selfish way, but intends to live like
a Regency rake before marriage and is
deeply embarrassed when his friend
Dobbin mentions Amelia to comrades in
the officers' mess. He enjoys drinking
and gambling and loses a good deal of
money ar the card table, especially to
Rawdon Crawley.

( t must have a tittte fling
naw and then. When I'm

married l'll reform )
Utterly self-interested, George

borrows money to buy Amelia a

present, but instead purchases a

diamond shirt-pin for himself. \X..4ten her
father loses his money, George is willing
to reject her, as his father wishes. Only
pressure from Dobbin changes his
mind.

For all his faults, George can be
brave. He secretly marries Amelia,
incurring his father's wrath and
disinheritance, and is a respected
soldier. His death at the Battle of
Waterloo preserves his image in
Amelia's eyes, but in fact he is not
worthy of her adoration.

vH0 S VHO?

AMELIA SEDLEY

Amelia is in every way Beckly's
opposite, being trusting, obedient.
sweet-tempered, gentle and loyal. She
is, unfortunately, not very perceptive.
Not only is she fooled by Beck1,'s
protestations of aflection towards her
and her brother, she is blind to George s

faults and consequentiy for many years
fails to appreciate Dobbin's true value.

6 She.,.sparkted with
the brightest and honestest

good-humaur,

Her good nature is in no way spoilt
by her manlr 121s1- misfofiunes, q'hich
stem partly from her bad choice in love.
She falls for the dashing George, but he
is incapable of loving her or supponing
her as he should. Never strong or seif-
reliant, Amelia is devastated by her
husband's death at'W'aterloo and only
rallies u,hen her son is bom.

Amelia then proves herself an
heroically devoted mother and daughter,
looking after her son with the greatest
attention despite her poverty, nursing
her mother through her final illness and
never criticising her father for the foolish
investments that ruin the family. Her
goodness and honesty finally have their
suitable reward in marriage to Dobbin -
the kindest, if scarcely the most
glamorous, of men.

\

I
1

25r

BECKY SHARP

Lefit r^e 't;iito.js but;$eak A{neiie (Mariiyn

Tay;orsc. ) r-s bescfec *ii!l-; :ak;sn Gecrge
(Rov lvlarsce:):n tre ]tsC s i967 Orocuclicr.



wH0 S VHO? OTHER IMPORTANT CHARACTERS

The younger son of Sir Pitt, Rawdon
is the favourite of his wealthy aunt,
Miss Crawley, until she disinherits him
on learning of his marriage to Becky. A
typical Regency soldier, he is arrogant,
unintelligent and selfish, but blave. His
chief skil1 is gambling. by u.hich he
hali-suppons his wife rntl t'hild. Hc
wins suspiciously frequently.

C Rawdon Crawtey cautd
love a chitd and
a woman still ,

But RaN'don has his virtues. He
loves his son. lirde Rau'don, cleeply and
is upset at sending hirn arv:ry to school.
He also loves Beckr- and tolerates - or'

hardly notices - the mockery of her
friends as she rises in the wor1d.
Raurdon is unresentfi-rl until he returns
from debtors' gaol to lind Becky alone
with Lord Ste1,ne. Then he behaves
w'ith both courage and honour. From
then on l-re is a ne\\, lnan, leaving l-rome

to becor-ne Governor of f-everish
Coventry- Island. d_ving there in the
course of his cL:B..

WILLIAM DOBBIN

-los Sed1e1. is Amelia s brother lrr-rt

re.sembles her not at a1l, being fat. tin-rid,

foolisl-r, seif-indulgent in fixrcl and drink
and totally selfish. After making a fool
of himself in Vauxhall Gardens by
drinking tcx) much punch, he abandons
Becky, who was expecting him to
propose. He sends money to his famll1'
when they become poor, but is mainly
concerned with his own alfairs in Inclia.
A poor jr,rdge of character, 1-re is easil,v

manlpulatecl by Beclq., u.ho eventr-ral1y

pcrsu'acles him to makc' her l'ris heir.

Sir Pitt Grawley

RAWDON CRAWLEY Joseph 'Jos' Sedley disinhelits Rawdon after his rnarriage
and clearly enjoys r-rsing her money to
control her relatkrns.

John Sedley

Father of Arr-re1ia and Jos, o1d I{r Sedley

is a rather r.-ulgar merchant rritir a taste

for practical jokes, laughing x'hen Jos
offer.s Becky a chilli to t:at with cltrry'.
He has an even wt)rse [aste lor bad
financial ventllres q,hich ruin hitn.
leaving him dependent on Arnclia.
He has the grace to apologise to
Anrelia fol lris laults at the enc1.

Pitt Grawley

Bec$,- mistakes Sir Pitt for a senant
when s1-re first arrives at his London
hor.rsc, Although hc has inherited his
titlc lnd lris werlth. Sir t'}itt is vrrlgar.
coJrsc and alrstrldly meln. Alier
enduring l'rarriage to his high-born first
s.if-e. rrho cor-r1c1 stand up to him, he
remarries an ironmonger's daughter,
n'hom he can maltreat. Charmed by
tseckr-. he lecheror:slv proposes
marriage to her - betbre exploding in
\\,rath at the ne$ s tl-rat ]-re is her fatl"rer-

in-lat,. Fininglr'. l-re dies unmoumed.

Miss Crawley

Tlie elder son of Sir Pitt, Pitt Crau'le,v is

a prig who does not care for his more
rowdy military brother, Rawclon. He
maries Lady Jane Sheepshanks and is

later reconciled to his brother. t'.rking
cale of litt1e Rawdon after his t'ather's

cleath on Co\rentry Island.

Lord Steyne

An elderly reprobate n'ho beh'iends
Ilecky in London. Lord Steyne is

representative of the cot'l-upt at'istocracy

of Regency England. He is tsecky's chief
sltppofier, financia111. and sociallv. but
r.vhen Rawdon strikes him, he abandons
her to her fate ancl obviously has no
deptl-r of feeling fbr her.

Dobbin is clumsy and lacking in social
graces, so his many good deeds go
unremarked and unreu'arded. A 1oya1

lriend of George Osborne, he lends
him monev and persuades him to
rnarry Amelia after hel father has lost
his money. This is true self-szrcrifice, for
Dobbin has loved Amelia since first
settinla eyes on her.

6 A rery tatt, ungainly
gentleman with large

hands and feet I
After George's death at'Waterloo,

Dobbin sees to his friend's burial and
takes care of the distraught Amelia,
becoming \.ery fond of her son. It does
him little good in the short term, for
Amelia thinks of hin-i as a f iend rather
than a suitor. but he w-ins his just
reu,ard in the end - Amelia's 1ove.

\7on1-i S70.000 - u qrcat firrtune -
nfiich makes her' irelor-ecl an6i.here',
Miss Crau,lev has u ri eakness lcir her
clashing younger nephes- Rau'clon. She

)q7

There have been two film versions oI Vanity

Fau: in 1932 a modern dress version starred

l\,,lyrna Loy, while in the 1935 lilm Becky

Sharp. lVliriarn Hopkins played the tille role.

The BBC has rnacie three productrons. The

WAS inBedmanrole taken Joycebylead

Foor\orES

arrd 5lr Pitt

Jores provrded briilranl camer: roles a..; Miso

Saire's Arielia, while Sion Phill,ps and

VAN'|Y FA'B
ON FILM AND TV

and Susan Hampshrre trt 1967.1n 19B7 Eve

lvlathesorr p\;tyed *ecky opposite Bebecca


